113 


1 ee 
'Y * 7 [| 4 <= Dy : — — £E 1 
4} 2 EAR Te. 2 
— 1 \ (FS >: >» 
70 a 2 ( | 1 3 « 


| % rut — ä 

CHURCHES "Y 

OF THE | 

ANABAPTISTS 
SO CALLED} 

—_ 8 Py * 4 — Of 22 E RT GN bad. g 41 


1% ak the CH RCHES of 
ISsus Curisr. 


Am conſtrained with compaſſion to the opprefied ſeed 
in you, which groans to be delivered from the ben- 
dage of corruption into the liberty of the ſons of God, 
> likewiſe injoyned as a member of the Church of 
_ Chriſt, in bowels of love and tenderneſs, ro write un- : 
to you, which I hope will be prefitable to ſuch as arc : 
earneſtly coveting after the beſt things, though for the preſent many of 
you are ſcattered upon the barren mountains as ſheep without a Shep- 
herd, and wandering in the wilderneſs in a darke and ſolitary way; 
Hie that hath an care te hear, let him bear what the Spirit ſalth unto the 
Churches; and to the Paſtors and Teachers of your Churches write I 
the ſe things, in the name and fear of the Lord, before whom your 
works have not been found perſect; for you have had a nanie to 00 , 
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while death hath reigned over 8 of you; the day is far ſpent, and 
the (hadows of the eyening are ſtretehed ſorth, and the night cometh 
wherein no man can work ; therefore repent , and while you have the 
light, believe in the light, and bring all your deeds to the light, to be 
ptoved and. tryed, that they may be wrought in God ; and neglect not 
che great ſalvation which now is begun to be ſpoken of in theſe laſt 
dayes, wherein iniquity hath abounded , and the man of lin hath been 
exalted, and the love of many hath vaxen cold, who in words proſe flo 
they know God, and in works deny kim; the Spirit of the Lord ſtrives 
with you as ir did wh the children of diſobedience in the dayes of 
Noah; and the baptiſm that now ſaves us is not onely the putting away 
of the filth of the Heh, (and carnal waſhings)but the anſwer of a good 
conſcience towards God, by the reſurrection of [eſus Chriſt , o 1s 
come a Light into the world, and by the brightneſſe of his riſing (in the 
hearts of his people) dothhe reveal the man of lin, amd the myſerie of 
iniquity „ with the abomination that was ſpoken of by the Prophet, 
which hath heen exalted among you, and yet ſtands where it ought not: 
And now the Law is changed, and the Prieſthood changed , and the car- 
nal Ordinances are to ceaſe, and the Covenant, which made not the 
c6mers thereunto perfect; for the weaknefle and unprotitablenefſeof it 
is done away , and the Hand-yriting of Ordinances bletted out, and 
Chriſt Jeſus the Mediator of the new Covenant witneſſed, who is the 
Head of the Church, the everlaſtigg Teacher of his people, the High- 
Prieft ang Apoſtle of our proſe „the chief Shephe and Biſhop of 
our ſouls, and they that are with him, are called, and:choſen, and faith- 
ful, and circumciſed with the circumciſion made without hands, by the 
putting off the body of the ſinnes of thefleſh, buryed with him in bap- 
tiſm, and quickned together with him by the faith of the opperation of 
zhat eternal Spirit that raiſed np Jeſus from the dead: And they onely 
are Members of his Church that are thus made conformable to him in 
his death, and quickned — with him, and raiſed up by the power 
of his re ſurrection, and ſuch cannot be ſubjeR to the worlds worſhips, * 
_cuftoms and faſhions, nor to its Ordinances,as thoſe are who lives in 
world. Therefore touch not, taſte not, handle not thoſe things which 
periſheth with the uling, and doth not make the comers thereunto per- 
ſet : Seeke not the living among the dead and carnal Ordinances, and 
bodily - exe rciſes, whickase altogether unprofitable, and according to 
the tradition received from men, for the kingdom of God cometh not 
wich obſervations. Ariſc, ariſe, for this is not your reſt becauſe it is po- 
luted: God who commanded light to ſhine out of darkneſſe, hath ſhi- 
ned in our hearts to give us the knowledge of his glorious Goſpel in the 
face of Jeſus Chtiſt; whom he hath ſent forth in thefe laſt dayes for a 
Ught unto the Gentiles, a Leader of his people, and for ſalvation to all 
the ends of the earthʒ who comes to be glorified in his Saints, and who 
te be worſſippe/ in the ſpirit, and in < truth, and they that do not 
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worſhip him in the ſpirit and in th 2 they woritip} they An not 
what, even the unknown God ignorantly, and ſuch are not che Church: 
of Chriſt, what ever they 3 
Lately I ſaw printed Epiftle , ſigned by Thomas Collier and others, 
wherein your condition in ſome meaſure was expreſſed and confeſſed; 
and truly, mine eye affects my heart at the conſideration thereof; I can- 
not but bewaile thoſe great abominations by which the Lord God Al- 
mighry, of power and, purity, is provoked to jealouſie, and even to give 
you up to ſtrong deluſions , to obſerve lying vanities , becauſe you like 
not to retain God in your knowledge , {ince that which may be known 
of him is manifeſted in you, as hath (both in word and writing) been 
freely declared to many of you; and yet this ſeat of the Image of jea- 
loulie remains among you, and the accurſed thing which makes you fall 
before your enemies, and renders youuncomely in the ſight of men, as 
you have confeſt. | 
Now friends I muſt deal plainly with you, that a ſep aration may be made be- 

teen the precious and the vile, the holy aud the prophane, tharthey who are of 
the Synagogue of Satan, may be delivered unto Satan; for as their blaſphemy 
was known that ſaid they were Lewes and were not, ſo their preſumption is now 
ſeen that call. themſelves the Church of Chriſt, and are not: Being moved of 
the Lord, I cannot but give in my Teſtimony as a Mite into his yon 
treaſury, by declaring plainly unto you, That you are not in reality and 

what yu profeſſe co be, and at the Direſtion or Preface zo that Epiſile beſpeake 
you; for the Church is as « Lilly among T horns,. (in relation 10.y0ur condition 
therein expreſt ) or aran Ap Tree among the Tree: of the Word, and ia 
buildtd upon the foundation of many Gentrations, being living S1ones, Lees 
and precious; and with the love of Cbriſt, who is the Head of his Chor » bi; 
members are conſtrained to follow him, at the Captain of their ſalvaton,in honor, 
and dirhonor; in good report, and evil report; liberty, and bonds, perſecutions, 
and tribulations; and becauſe of the ſayour of his good Oyntments , the V ir- 
gins, bis followers, loves him dearly, yea above all the world: glory and friend- 
chip, and the love of the world hath not, nor never can be able, ( like a Can- 
hey ) 10 ext out their affeions ro the Lord Teſus , as you have confeſſed in your 
Epiſtle, concerning them to whom it was ſent , with whom you ſay, it 31 on your 
hearts to live and dye. Tags” 

Y ou ſay you have been arraigning the abominations of Zion before the Bar 
of the Moſt high : But upon ſearch it is found ta be your own, and your Chur- 
ches abominations , for you ſay iniquity hath been apparentiy wrinen wpon 
their fore-heads; but the daughters of Zion are redeeme que! pr (pg „ and 
her Converts with righteouſneſſe , and they that fand with the Lamb upon 
Mount Zion, hath the Fathers Name written in their fore-headi, and they are 
redeemed from the earth, and in their mouths no guile is found, neither are they 
defiled with women, nor with the pollution: of the world; buthave warhed their 
Garments,and made them white in the blood of the Lamb, having come through 
great tribulations > and threugh the wathing of regencrations. Alſo you ſay 
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von have made confeſrion of theſe WY. ng «bominations in yourſelves, and in 
the Churches, that __ ſpirit, that wretched worldly ſpirit , that coldneſſe and 
deadneſſ e, that Laedicean ſpirit that is fallen in upon you. 

Oh friends ! charge not theſe iniquitierupon Zion , nor upon the Members 
of the Church of Chriſt, who are one Spirit with him; nor put not theſe thing: 
afar off, but repent, and humble your ſelves before the Lord, end lay not theſe 
things to the Seimtscharge: For Z ions ſake, and for the Churches ſake I can- 
nut be ſilent, for they ave not guilty of theſe thing: charged upon them; its your 
en condition, by ycur own confeſiien; and therefore [ qxpſe! you to buy Gold 
tryed in the fire thas you may be rich; &x-white raymentsthas you may be clothed; 
and Eye-ſalve, that you may come to ſee the things which concerns your eternal 
peace, which hath been long hid from your eyes whileſt you have been crying up 
your ſelveras the Church of Chriſt, and thought you were rich, and ſaid you 
ſaw, when indeed you we re poor and miſerable, b;nd ard naked; And theſe 
chings are juſtly fallen upon you, ſince you ſet your ſelves io oppoſe andcontend 
againſt the light of Chri # in the conſcience, which makes manifeſt and reprover 
all things which is contrary to the will and mind of God, where it is believed in 
end loved. Truly your wound is almsſt incurable, its your iniquities that 
makes the ſeparation between y o and your God, and your ſens that with-holds 
good things from you, as you are in part ſenſible, and have herein confeſt, that 
he worlds glory hath bewitched you, and alienaved you from the Lord. And. 
further, Thar this iniquity hath been apparently written upon your fore- headi, 
(ro wit) perſonal-iniquiry, Congregasional- iniquity; Family-iniquity, Cloſ- 
ſer-iniquity, &c. Oh wha: bruiſes and purifying ſores is found among you! 
What # hattered building is this | no fondneffe no xeal, vitbous hope, wii 
ou God in the world, Heben, to Chriſt eaten up, with the love thereof, rebe/- 
ling againft the light, eruel to ſervants and children, exacting all their labours; 
formal in holy dutyes having the chadow, but not the ſubſlance;the form of god 
lineſſe , but not the power thereof; the ſien, but not the ſeal of the Covenans. 

Ariſe ye that ſit in duſt, awake ye that are afleep in this condition, leafs your 
Candle be put out, and the day of your viſitation paſſe ver: Light hath long 
shined in a dark, place, and the darkneſſe comprehended it not: And the blind 
Watchmen haveſaid, Lo here is Chrift,and lo there isChrift, & have deceived 
many that have been inquiring after the gord old way, and have told them that 
thelight within it natural, and that the Scriptures was the Word of God: But 
I ſay unto you, Go not forth, believe them not, for they that made known the 
power and coming of the Lord leſs, who were eye-witneſſes of his Glory, and 
of his Majefly, were ſent to turn people from the darłneſſe to thelight, and 
from under Satans power, unto God, and declared that which dated heard, 
and ſtex, taſted of, and handled of the Word of life, which was nigh them, even 
in their hearts, and in their mouths, and this is the Word of Faith which we 
preach : And thi I declare unto you by the ſame ſpirit, That we havc a more 
ſure Word of Propheſie then that which was ſeen in the Mnunt , unto which ye 
do well to take heed, as unte 4 light that thinct in a darke place, until the day 


dawn, and the day. ſtar ariſe in your hearts, that you may come is ſee theſalva- 
mon of God. Like- 
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Likewiſe they complain of your neglect of the poor Saints, which is 
indeed an evil, for he that hath this worlds good, and ſeeth his brother 
have need, and (huts up his compaſſion againſt him, how dwelleth the 
love of God in that man? He cannot be by us owned as a Member of 
the Church of ChriA: Alſo of your negle@ of the Minifters, and remiſ- 
neſſe in Meetings, which may be excuſed, for the Miniſters of Chrift 
doth not murmure nor cry out of wants, nor complain in the ſtreets, 
thou h they be ſentforth many times as ſheep among wolves, and perſe- 
cuted om city to city, and ſome of them caſt into priſon, as it is at this 
day witneſſed; neither need they murmure or complain , for the Lord 
provides food and raiment for them, and they are therewith content, 
and they have no Letters of recommendation, but doth in the ſight of 
God commend themſelves to that of God in every mans conſcience, un- 
to which they are made manifeſt. And as for your remiſneſſe in Meetings, 
I cannot much blame you, in regard you have profited fo little by their 
Miniſtry; for had they ſtood in Gods counſel,your Meetings would have 
been for the better, and not for the worſe;zand that defire which hath ap- 
peared in many of you after the Lord, would have been ſtrengthned, 
and your thirſty ſouls ſatisfied and refreſhed , for where ever two or 
three are gathered together in the Name of the Zord, his preſence is wit- 
neſſed among them: and they that wait upon the Tord, doth daylie re- 
new their ſtrength, and as their eyes comes to be opened that have hea 
ped up Teachers to themſelves in the time of ignorance, they cannot but 
withdraw from them, though they ſuffer affliction with the people of 
God, who axe all the day long accounted as theep for rhe (laughter, or as 
men not fitto live upon theearth. 

The Authors of the Epiſtle ſent to you, hath leftthings therein con- 
tained, to be farther opened by thoſe whom the Zord hath entruſted 
with his Oracles: And I am enjoyned, and it lyes upon me as a duty 
(being a Member of the Church of Chri#) to deal plainly with you; for 
all you that are found guilty of the abominable iniquities, Laodicean ſpi- 
rit, pi ide and cruelty, Teadaefs, and earthly-mindedneſs, c. are by the 
Elders of our Church (in the behalf of all the Members thereof) utter- 
ly denyed to be of us. 

Mei her can you be owned by us, nor received into fellowſhip with us, 
till you cleanſe your hands, and purifie your hearts, till you waſhyou, 
and make you clean from all the pollutions of Idols, and until you re- 
pent and be baptized, for its not every one that ſaith, The Temple of the 
Lord, The Temple of the Lord, that are the children of Abraham : Neither 
it itcircumciſion, nor u acircumciſion that availeth any thing, but a new crea- 
ture, and faith which works by love, and whoſoever believeth, and is baptized, 
thall be ſaved: But all that are dipt once or twice in the water, are not 
baptized with the baptiſine of Chriſt, 10 wit, the circumciſion of the. 
heart, which is the Seal of the righteouſneſs of faith , He that can re- 
ceive it, let him, and whoſoe ver cannot receive the things of the ſpirit © - 
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, are none of the Church of Chriſt, neither may they be permitted' 
to break bread with us before they be baptized with the baptiſm e 
of Chriſt, for. ſuch doth not diſcern the Lords body before they own: 
and believe in the light which was in the beginning with God, by which 
Enoch ſaw him who is inviſible, and by which Abraban ſaw the Sons 
day, and tejoiced; and by which we behold his glory, as the glory of the 
onely begotten of the Father, who is ſull of grace and truth: And this 
is the Meſſage that we have to declare, and which I here declarounto 
you, That God is light, and in him it no darkneſſe at all ; and if you return ts 
the light, and believe in the light, and love the light, and bring all your deeds to 
the light, and walk in obedience, then have you fellowthip with us, and we can 
mn you, and receive you into the Church without any Letters of Recommen- 
dation from men, and have unien with yon in the ſpirit, and ſo you may eat with 
us in our Fathers Flowſe of the Bread of Life which came down from Hea- 
ven: For the Cup of Bleſting which we bleſſe, is tht Communion of the ble 
of Chriſt ; andihe Bread which we breake ic the Communion of the Budy of 
Chriſt; for meg being many, are one Bread and one Body, and they that are nov 
baptized by one ſpiriiſints one body, are nor of the Church of Chriſt, neither can 
we own them as Members thereof. 

This may let you know , that by diligent ſearch we have found you 
out to be one with the world in many things, as alſo is in your Epiftle ex- 
preſſed, wherein you have brought forth the dry bones of your Congre- 

ations, and even ſpread them before the Sun inthe open val ley, that 

e that runs may read what birth is brought forth, and what ima e is 
born: Your Teachers complains of formality in holy duties, an yet 
confeſſes themſelvs to be guilty of thefame thing: Alas ! Howcan it be 
otherwiſe with you ſo long as you ownſuch ſor your Teachers who hath 
the form of godlineſſe, and not the power of it? Is not the 8 eripture 
herein ful filled, They ran, 7 never ſent them, ſaith the Lord „ therefore they 
shall nos profis this people at all: The Leaders of my people cauſe them to erre, 
end they that are led oſihem are deſtroy ed for want of knowledg; the Paſtor: are 
become brutich, and have not ſought the Tord, therefore they hall not proſper, 
and all their flock thall be ſcattered 

Surely the Husbandmen begins to be aſhamed of their work, and the 
Vine-deeſſers begins to weep and how le, as if the Seed were rotten un- 
under the Clods, and litile fruit is bxought ſorth to perfection, wit- 
neſſe their complaint in the forementioned Epiſtle, wherein they confels 
they have laboured in vaine, and that which hath been brought forth 
hath been to ſo little purpoſe: Let not theſe things be declared in Gath, 
nor publiſhed in the Streets of _Lrkelon, leſt the —— of the Phili- 
ines ſhould pejoice over you, for the Church of Chriſt doth deny ſuch a 
Teſtimony, aud ſuch Teachers. 

Therefore all you that are f1mple-hearted, and hungers and thirſts af. 
ter righteouſneſſe, come our from among them, and be ye ſeparate, leg 
you periſh in their gain-ſayings; ſpend not your money for that which 
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is no bread, and your labour for that which doth not profit, butcomets 
the waters freely, and drink without money and without price; incline 
your ears, and come hearken diligently, and hear, that your ſouls may 
live, that you may eat that which is good, and be abundantly ſatisfied 
therewith; for though you played the Harlot, and deftroyed your ſelves 
with many Lovers, and have been as the degenerate plant of a ſtran 
Vine toGod, yet there is mercy with him that he may be feared ; and 
ſpreadeth forth his hands all the day long, ſaꝝ ing, Ter return unto me, and 7 
will heal your back ſlidings, and receive you, andlove you freely, and you chall 
be my Sont and Daughters, ſaith the Lord, who ir faithful and juſt to forgive, 

and to blot out all your iniquities,tranſgreſrions and ſins, and to clenſe you from 
all filthineſſe both of the 2 and ſpirit. 

And now friends in your Fafts and ſolemn Afgeniblies, in order ( as 
you ſay ) to the purging out of fin and ſinners, beware of ſmiting with 
the fiſt of wickednels , and take heed of judging any thing before the 
time; for the Phariſees faſted often, and the unbelievin one agreed to- 
gether to caſt ſuch out of their Synagogues as confeſſed hriſt, and they 
6aft him out whoſe eys Chriſt had opened. 

Now there is need of ſound diſcerning in this great work of binding 
and looſing , receiving in, and caſting out; for the Lord is working a 
wonderful work, and creating a new thing in the carth, andopening t 
eyes of many who comes to ſee the endof the worlds Ordinances and 
will-worſhips, ( ſo highly eſteemed among men) and ſuch you need not 
eaſt out, nor bring under dealing, but leave them to their freedom, to 
worſhip God in the ſpirit and in the truth; but let ſinne and ſinners be 
plainly dealt with, and declared againſt, till they conſeſſe and forſake; 
and let all who are in the tranſgreſſion keep ſilence in the Church, ſor we 
permit none to ſpeak but as they are moved{by tl e Holy Ghoſt, and take 
heed of de ſpiſing propheſie, or quenching the ſpirit either in ſons or 
daughters, ſervants or handmaids, for the ſpirits of the Prophets are 
ſubject to the Prophets, and they may all ſpeak one by one, and if any 
thing be revealed to another that ſits by, let the firſt hold his peace, that 
in the Church all things may be done decently and in order. And lee 
this Epiſtle be read among you with the ſpirit , and with the underftand- 
ing, and receive it with meekneſs, from a Member of the Church of 
Chris, a Companion to all that loves truth in the inward parts, who 
ſuffers perſecution for the Teſtimony of Jeſus, and the Word of God, 


The third day of the tenth 
Month, 1657. THOMAS SALTHO) SF. 


THE END 


